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Before the year 2000, there were in print only rwo modest collections of 
reports of cases in the Court of Exchequer dating before the accession of King 
George I in 1714. These are the reports of Sir Richard Lane (d. 1650) and 
those ofThomas Hardres (d. 1681). Combined, they cover only 28 years, and 
the number of cases is quite minuscule compared to the other high courts of 
justice at Westminster. This extreme paucity of printed materials has given 
a false impression of unimportance of the Court of Exchequer. While it is 
certainly true that this court did not have the large case load of the conrts of 
King's Bench and Chancery in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, it, 
nevertheless, was a significant venue for the development and exposition of 
the law of England at that time. 
Although the jurisdiction of the Court of Exchequer was originally 
limited to disputes involving the royal revenue and this limitation was still 
enforced up to 1649, litigants who were debtors or accountants of the crown 
could bring to this court actions against private persons in order to recover 
money which could then be nsed to pay off their debts to the crown. This 
was the medieval quo minus jurisdiction in the Office of Pleas and, later, the 
equity jurisdiction in the Office of the King's Remembrancer. Also the many 
officers of the Exchequer had the privilege of suing and being sued in the 
Court of Exchequer so that they would not be interrupted in the performance 
1 
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of their official duties. Thus, in practice, many issues involving the general 
civil law were decided in the Exchequer during this time, as is demonstrated 
by the reports printed herein. 
In the seventeenth century, the collections oflaw reports were not made 
with a view to publication, with a few notable exceptions, such as the reports 
of Sir Edward Coke (d. 1634). For the most part, the reports of the seven-
teenth century that found their way into print were chosen through a random 
and unscientific selection process, and many of the better law reports of this 
period remain in manuscript today. It has been a challenge to put into print 
the manuscript reports from the Court of Exchequer, and this book is a part 
of that effort. 
Even though the modern convention of printing law reports grouped 
by court or jurisdiction has been forced on the seventeenth century reports by 
modern bibliographers, in fact, many of the seventeenth-century reports in 
print include cases from many different courts though they may concentrate 
on a single court. The result is that some Exchequer cases from 1604 to 1648 
have been in print for centuries, but have been lost in the large mass of cases 
reported from the other courts. This book collects those Exchequer cases and 
presents them here newly edited in modern English. This will give to the 
reader a better sense of the history of the Court of Exchequer at this period 
of time. On the other hand, this collection of reports does not include the 
Exchequer cases printed in Lane's reports, Robert Paynell's Exchequer reports, 
nor Selden Society volumes 117 and 118. 
Here also are numerous cases collected from the manuscript reports of 
Arthur Tumour (d. 1651), British Library MS. Hargrave 30. Other Exchequer 
cases reported by Tumour are printed in volume 118 of the Selden Society 
publications. However, Tumour's King's Bench and Common Pleas reports 
await publication. 
Another collection of Exchequer cases from this period is an anony-
mous set entitled 'Cases experimental in the Exchequer and also matters in 
law'. There are three manuscripts containing this collection: 
2 
Lincoln's Inn MS. Maynard 21, ff. 119-170; 
Lincoln's Inn MS. Maynard 31, ff. 1-42; 
British Library MS. Add. 25207, ff. 3v-27v. 
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Reports of Cases in the Court of Exchequerfron11604 to 1648 
The equity cases from this collection have been printed in volumes 117 
and 118 of the Selden Society publications, and the rest of them are printed 
here. There a few cases from the appellate court of Exchequer Chamber and 
one from the Court of Star Chamber; these are not included. 
The Exchequer reports of Sir Richard Lane (1584-1650) were first 
printed in 1657. There are, however, many manuscript copies of Lane's 
reports: 
British Library MS. Add. 25208, ff. 14-39 
British Library MS. Add. 25223 
British Library MS. Add. 35955, ff. 99v-147 
British Library MS. Hargrave 16, ff. 3-111 
British Library MS. Hargrave 33, ff. 5-76v 
British Library MS. Harley 4814, ff. 218-264 
British Library MS. Lansdowne 1098, ff. 30-107 
British Library MS. Lansdowne 1172, ff. 201-295 
Cambridge University Library MS. Gg.2.23, ff. 17-24v, 158-219v 
Cambridge University Library MS. Gg.4.9, ff. 1-72v 
Folger Shakespeare Library MS. V.b.48, ff. 215-220 
Gloucester Cathedral Library MS. 10 
Harvard Law School Library MS. 118, part 1 
Harvard Law School Library MS. 1156 [formerly 1207], part l, ff. 1-84 
Lincoln's Inn MS. Maynard 2, f£ l -57v 
Lincoln's Inn MS. Maynard 73, part 2, ff. 41-100 
Longleat MS. 244 
Middle Temple MS. 13, ff. 83-163 
Philadelphia Free Library MS. LC 14.62, part 1 
Yale Law School MSSG R72, no. 1 
Reports in the Court of Exchequer, Beginning in the third, and ending in the 
ninth year of the Raign of the late King James by the Honourable Richard Lane 
Late of the Middle Temple, an eminent Professor of the Law, sometime Atturney 
General to the late Prince Charles. Being the first Collections in that Court hith-
erto extant. Containing several! Cases of Informations upon Intrnsion, touching 
the Kings Prerogative, Revenue and Government, with divers Incident Resolutions 
of Publique Concernment in Points of Law: With two exact Alphabetical! Tables, 
W. H Bryson 
the one of the Names of the Cases, the other of the Principal! Matters contained in 
this Book. London, Printed for W Lee, D. Pakeman, and G. Bedell, and are to be 
sold at their Shops in Fleetstreet, 1657. 
2 p. !., 119, [4] p. 28 cm.; signatures A2, B-Q*,R2; Wing L340. 
Lanes Exchequer reports, being a reprint of Reports of cases in the Court of 
Exchequer from 1605 to 1612, by the Hon. Richard Lane. With notes and a life 
of the reporter by Charles Francis Morrell. London: H. Sweet, 1884. 
xvii, 200 p. 25 cm. 
The English Reports (Edinburgh 1914), vol. 145, pp. 249-348. 
This edition is based upon the 1657 edition, the 1884 edition still being in 
copyright. 
For a discussion of Lane's reports, see G. D. G. Hall, 'Bate's Case and 
"Lane's" Reports: The Authenticity of a Seventeenth-Century Legal Text', 
Bulletin of the John Rylands Library, vol. 35, pp. 405-427 (1952). Hall is 
convincing that it is unlikely that Lane composed or compiled these reports, 
since he was a student at the time of the cases that were reported and students 
usually attended the Court of King's Bench and took notes of the cases there. 
Also in the case of Anonymous (Ex. 1668), British Library MS. Hargrave 62, 
£ JO, pl. 1, one of the counsel doubted the attribution of these reports to 
Lane and he also questioned their authority. However, until the name of the 
true reporter is known, we might as well continue the tradition of citing these 
cases as Lane's. The printed edition is very poor, and a new edition and trans-
lation of Lane's reports would be very welcome. 
Thanks and appreciation are due to the William S. Hein & Co., 
Inc., for their kind permission to reprint the reports from the time of King 
Charles I. 
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TABLE OF CASES REPORTED 
[These references are to case numbers, not page numbers.] 
Acton ads. Attorney General (1637) 
Allen v. Morgan (1611) 
Alpe ads. Davie (1639) 
Alport v. Wainwright (1612) 
Amcotts v. Catherich (1621) 
Appleton's Case (1638) 
Appleton ads. Attorney General ( 1636) 
Arden ads. Darcy (1613) 
Attorney General v. Acton (1637) 
Attorney General v. Anonymous (1611) 
Attorney General v. Anonymous (1634) 
Attorney General v. Appleton ( 1636) 
Attorney General v. Carr (1618) 
Attorney General v. Clerkenwell Churchwardens (1631) 
Attorney General v. Collins (1633) 
Attorney General v. Curriton (1630) 
Attorney General v. Fletcher (1609) 
Attorney General v. Ford (1606) 
201 
62 
211 
84 
149 
207 
197 
102 
201 
63 
196 
197 
144 
187 
194 
180 
20 
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Attorney General v. Gray (1610) 55 Boell ads. 
Attorney General v. Hide (1625 x 1630) 178 Borrowe a 
Attorney General v. Hussey (1604) 2 Boyes ads. 
Attorney General v. King (1634) 195 Brattghto1 
Attorney General v. Middleton (1631 x 1645) 208 Brochas's · 
Attorney General v. Pembroke, Earl of (1630) 179 Brough to 
Attorney General v. Powell (1611) 76 Buett ads. 
Attorney General v. Raleigh (1609) 29 Burt's Ex<: 
Attorney General v. St. Saviour (1613) 98 Buttolph 
Attorney General v. Tredwell (1611) 72 Camden' 
Attorney General v. Trolloppe (1609) 32 Carewv.: 
Attorney General v. Trollopp (1610) 50 Carew ad 
Atrorney General v. Vandecount (1642) 218 Carr ads. 
Audley v. Clarke (1615) 137 Casse ads 
Babington v. Regem (1614) 132 Catherid 
Bancroft v. Heron (1631) 189 Chamber 
Barham ads. Ward (1613) 113 Chelshire 
Barker's Case (1609) 38 Cheney a 
Barron v. Boell (1608) 19 Clarke ac 
Basset ads. Powell (1612) 87 Claxton 1 
Bateman ads. Elborowe (1631) 184 Clerkem>1 
Bates' Case (1609) 23 Close's C 
Bayley v. Harvey (1609) 33 Coheite's 
Beckett ads. Regis (1610-1612) 56 Cohite, ~ 
Beddoe v. Anonymous (1612) 85 Cole ads. 
Beddoe, qui tam v. Cutts (1623) 153 Collins a 
Beddoe, qui tam v. Fishborne (1613) 116 Collins v 
Beddoe, qui tam v. Oliver (1612) 93 Colton's 
Beddoe, qui tam v. Sanderson (1617) 143 Crisp anc 
Beddoe, qui tam v. Vanlore (1623) 152 Curriton 
Beddoe, qui tam v. Winchcombe (1619) 147 Customs 
Bellingham ads. Willson (1610) 59 Cutts ad, 
Bennet v. Lewknor (1616-1619) 138 Daccoml 
Bere v. Trollopppe (1609) 32 Dale ads, 
Bland ads. Higgins, qui tam (1611) 73 Darcyv., 
Bluet ads. Muschamp (1617-1619) 142 Daven pr 
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55 Boell ads. Barron (1608) 19 
178 Borrowe ads. Camden (1613) 101 
2 Boyes ads. Wainwright, qui tam ( 1613) 119 
195 Braughton's Case (1640) 214 
645) 208 Brochas's Case (1613) 105 
530) 179 Broughton ads. Carew (1610) 58 
76 Buett ads. Ratcliffe (1631) 185 
29 Burt's Executor v. Jenner (1640) 215 
98 Buttolph v. Cole (1637-1641) 206 
72 Camden v. Borrowe (1613) 101 
32 Carew v. Broughton (1610) 58 
50 Carew ads. Newsham (1617-1619) 141 
218 Carr ads. Attorney General (1618) 144 
137 Casse ads. Mollins (1613) 107 
132 Catherich ads. Amcotts (1621) 149 
189 Chambers v. Jarvis (1626) 161 
113 Chelshire ads. Tilston, qui tam ( 1626) 160 
38 Cheney ads. Smart (1645) 221 
19 Clarke ads. Audley (1615) 137 
87 Claxton v. Stubbe (1613) 100 
184 Clerkenwell Churchwardens ads. Attorney General (1631) 187 
23 Close's Case (1605) 3 
33 Coheite's Case (1614) 128 
56 Cohite, qui tam v. Hoblyn (1614) 129 
85 Cole ads. Buttolph (1637-1641) 206 
153 Collins ads. Attorney General (1633) 194 
116 Collins v. Moone (1631) 183 
93 Colton's Case (1613) 118 
143 Crisp and Powell's Case (temp. Car. I) 200 
152 Curriton ads. Attorney General (1630) 180 
147 Cnstoms Farmers v. Jolles (1612) 97 
59 Cutts ads. Beddoe, qui tam (1623) 153 
138 Daccombe's Executors ads. Regis (1618) 144 
32 Dale ads. Parry (1609) 25 
73 Darcyv. Arden (1613) 102 
142 Davenport's Case ( 1608) 17 
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Davie v. Alpe (1639) 211 Gower a 
Dawkins v. Yardley (1608) 16 Gowre a 
Deacon's Case (1614) 130 Gray ad: 
Death ads. Regis ( 1618) 145 Griffith 
Delaware, Dame ads. Mawdit (1611) 80 Grobha1 
Derecap ads. Wilson, qui tam (1612-1613) 95 Haines' 
Doilie v. Joiliffe (1611) 66 Hall v. ~ 
Dorrell ads. Longe (1629) 171 Halsey a 
Duckett's Case (1613) 103 Harris a 
Duckett and Bird's Case (1632) 193 Harvey 
Eaton's Case (1637) 199 Hawkin 
Egglesfleld v. Fabian (1632) 192 Hawkin 
Elborowe v. Bateman (1631) 184 Haywar I Fabian ads. Egglesfleld (1632) 192 i Henry's Faliell's Case (1623) 151 Herbert Farmers of the Customs v. Jolles (1612) 97 Heron ;i Farren, qui tam v. Stonehouse (1642-1645) 219 ij Hide ad 
Fawne v. Pescodd (1611) 71 Higgins. 
Fayne's Case (1609) 36 Hobbs• 
Fishborne ads. Beddoe, qui tam (1613) 116 Hoblyn 
Fitzwilliam's Case (1613) 117 Hodgso 
Fletcher ads. Attorney General (1609) 20 Holden 
Fludd's Case (1631) 188 Holt ad 
Ford ads. Attorney General (1606) 5 Hope v. 
Fowey, Town of, Case of ( 1608) 14 Howe a 
Frome Selwood Forest Case (1630) 179 Hussey 
Fryer v. Pollard (1613) 114 Ivatt v. 
Gage's Case (1609) 21 Jacob a1 
Gargrave's Case ( 1609) 37 Jarvis a1 
Garnett ads. Odor (1637) 203 Jenner' 
Garraway v. Malapert (1616). 139 Johns01 
Gillingham Forest, Case of (1625 x 1630) 178 Joiliffe • 
Gillingham, Vicar of ads. Raleigh (1609) 19a Jolles a<. 
Giver ads. Moncke (1610) 49 Jones's 1, 
Glover's Case (1614) 121 Jones V.! 
Goldsmith's Company v. Maddox (1611) 82 Jones v. 
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211 Gower ads. Manke (1611) 65 
16 Gowre and Winter's Case (1611) 64 
130 Gray ads. Attorney General (1610) 55 
145 Griffith v. Smith (1604) 1 
80 Grobham v. Stone (1612-1613) 91 
3) 95 Haines v. Anonymous (1610) 60 
66 Hall v. Marsh (1611) 75 
171 Halsey ads. Regis (1608) 13 
103 Harris ads. Pynchyn (1615) 136 
193 Harvey ads. Bayly (1609) 33 
199 Hawkins v. Anonymous (1609) 22 
192 Hawkins ads. Moore (1610) 61 
184 Hayward's Case (1613) 115 
192 Henry's Case (1636) 198 
151 Herbertv. Smirh (1614) 123 
97 Heron ads. Bancroft (1631) 189 
5) 219 Hide ads. Attorney General (1625 x 1630) 178 
71 Higgins, qui tam v. Bland (1611) 73 
36 Hobbs v. Prichard (1641-1642) 216 
116 Hoblyn ach. Cohite, qui tam (1614) 129 
117 Hodgson ads. Taylor (1609) 35 
20 Holden and Duncombe's Case (1630) 181 
188 Holt ads. Rich (1610) 43 
5 Hope v. Roberts (1648) 225 
14 Howe ads. May (1610) 52 
179 Hussey ads. Attorney General (1604) 2 
114 lvatt v. Warren (1618) 144a 
21 Jacob ads. Singleton (1646) 222 
37 Jarvis ads. Chambers (1626) 161 
203 Jenner ads. Bnrt's Executor (1640) 215 
139 Johnson v. Lane (1611) 70 
178 Joiliffe ads. Doilie (1611) 66 
19a Jolles ads. Customs Farmers (1612) 97 
49 Jones's Case (1609) 39 
121 Jones v. Oxford, Countess of (1629) 172 
82 Jones v. Skidmore (1609) 40 
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Kelley ads. Lunsdale (1609-1610) 41 Morgan 
King ads. Attorney General (1634) 195 Mott v.: 
Kingston, Town of, Case of(l646) 223 Mountj< 
Kinnersely's Case (1613) 109 Mowlini 
Kirk ads. Levison (1610) 44 Murray': 
Knightly ads. Smith (1637) 204 Muscha: 
Kynaston v. Lloyd (1621) 150 Mus gm 
Lake, Lady ads. Tidd (1639 x 1644) 213 Needha1 
Lane ads. Johnson (1611) 70 Newsha 
Lawrence v. Mowlines (1613) 99 Nichol's 
Lennox, Duke of, Case of (1609) 30 Nicholl1 
Lenthal ads. Syvedale, qui tam (1615) 134 Nichols 
Levison v. Kirk (1610) 44 Odorv. 
Lewknor ads. Bennett (1616-1619) 138 Oliver a 
Lisle, Viscount ads. Regis (1624) 157 Oxford 
Litler ads. Spiller (1631) 186 Oxford, 
Lloyd ads. Kynaston (1621) 150 Parkens 
Longe v. Dorrell (1629) 171 Parry v. 
Lunsdale v. Kelley (1609-1610) 41 Pembro 
Machill v. Oxford (1613) 111 Penrin; 
Maddox ads. Goldsmith's Company (1611) 82 Perrott 
Malapert ads. Salter (1616) 139 Pescod< 
Marsh ads. Hall (1611) 75 Pescott 
Mascall's Case (1613) 112 Pollard 
Mawdit v. Dame Delaware (1611) 80 Porter~ 
May v. Howe (1610) 52 Potter's 
Melletyne ads. Town ofSouthhampton (1613) 120 Powell 
Middleton ads. Attorney General (1631 x 1645) 208 Powell 
Miller's Case (1629) 170 Paynes , 
Mollins v. Casse (1613) 107 Prichar 
Moncke v. Giver (1610) 49 Prichar 
Manke v. Gower (1611) 65 Prunne 
Moone ads. Collins (1631) 183 Pulis to 
Moorev. Hawldns (1610) 61 Pynch), 
Moore v. Musgrave (1614) 124 Quarle, 
Mordant ads. Nicholls (1610) 54 Raleigl 
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41 Morgan ads. Allen (1611) 62 
195 Mott v. Semayne (1609) 24 
223 Mountjoy, Lord, Case of (1609) 42 
109 Mowlines ads. Lawrence (1613) 99 
44 Murray's Case (1608) 10 
204 Muschamp v. Bluet (1617-1619) 142 
150 Musgrave ads. Moore (1614) 124 
213 Needham v. Williams (1614) 125 
70 Newsham v. Carew (1617-1619) 141 
99 Nichol's Case ( 1624) 156 
30 Nicholls v. Mordant (1610) 54 
134 Nichols ads. Porter ( 1631) 182 
44 Odor v. Garnett (1637) 203 
138 Oliver ads. Beddoe, qui tam ( 1612) 93 
157 Oxford ads. Machill (1613) 111 
186 Oxford, Countess of ads. Jones (1629) 172 
150 Parkenson's Case (1623) 154 
171 Parry v. Dale ( 1609) 25 
41 Pembroke, Earl of ads. Attorney General (1630) 179 
111 Penrin ads. Rich (1609) 28 
1) 82 Perrott ads. Regis (1613) 108 
139 Pescodd ads. Fawne (1611) 71 
75 Pescott ads. Uvedall (1639-1640) 212 
112 Pollard ads. Fryer (1613) 114 
80 Porterv. Nichols (1631) 182 
52 Potter's Case (1611) 79 
613) 120 Powell ads. Attorney General (1611) 76 
1645) 208 Powell v. Basset (1612) 87 
170 Poynes' Case (1614) 122 
107 Prichard ads. Hobbs (1641-1642) 216 
49 Prichard ads. Puliston (1638) 209 
65 Prunner's Case (1614) 126 
183 Puliston v. Prichard (1638) 209 
61 Pynchyn v. Harris (1615) 136 
124 Quarles ads. Tapley (1608) 12 
54 Raleigh ads. Attorney General (1609) 29 
II 
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Raleigh v. Vicar of Gillingham (1609) 19a Short ad1 
Ratcliffev. Buett (1631) 185 Shoyle, q 
Reade ads. Regis (1609) 27 Sidley's ( 
Redishe's Case (1626) 163 Singletor 
Remington and Barnes' Case (1611) 74 Skidmon 
Rex v. Anonymous (1612) 94 Slared ad 
Rex ads. Babington (1614) 132 Smart v. 
Rex v. Beckett (1610-1612) 56 Smith's ( 
Rex v. Daccombe's Executors (1618) 144 Smith ad 
Rex v. Death (1618) 145 Smith ad 
Rex v. Halsey (1608) 13 Smith v. 
Rex v. Lisle, Viscount (1624) 157 Smith ad 
Rex v. Perrott (1613) 108 Southam 
Rex v. Reade ( 1609) 27 Spiller v. 
Rex v. Shaftesbury, Mayor of(l612) 88 Standish 
Rex v. Twine ( 1607) 8 Standish 
Rex v. Vandenbrook (1628) 167 Stocker's 
Rex v. Vermuyden (1637) 202 Stoddarc. 
Rex v. Wendman (1605) 4 Stone ad 
Rich v. Holt (1610) 43 Stoneho1 
Rich v. Penrin (1609) 28 Stubbe a 
Roberts ads. Hope (1648) 225 Sutton~ 
Rookes v. Slated (1644) 220 Syvedale 
Roswell v. Vaughan (1607) 9 Taylorv. 
St. David's, Bishop of, Case of (1623) 155 Taylor a< 
St. Saviour Wardens ads. Attorney General (1613) 98 Throckr 
Salterv. Malapert ( 1616) 139 Tidd v. l 
Salter v. Stoddard (1611) 83 Tilston, 
Salters' Company's Case (1610) 47 Tapley v 
Sanderson ads. Beddoe, qui tam (1617) 143 Tredwell 
Sandhurst, Tenant of, Case of(l647) 224 Trinity C 
Sands' Case (1642) 217 Trollopp 
Savoy, Master of v. Worcester (1609) 26 Trolio pp 
Semayne ads. Mott (1609) 24 Trollopp· 
Shaftesbury, Mayor of ads. Regis (1612) 88 Twine aci 
Sheldon ads. Attorney General (1606) 5 Uvedall 
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19a Short ads. Standish (1616-1618) 140 
185 Shoyle, qui tam v. Taylor (1607) 7 
27 Sidley's Case (1614) 127 
163 Singleton v. Jacob ( 1646) 222 
74 Skidmore ads. Jones (1609) 40 
94 Slared ads. Rookes (1644) 220 
132 Smart v. Cheney (I 645) 221 
56 Smith's Case (1613) 104 
144 Smith ads. Griffith ( 1604) 1 
145 Smith ads. Herbert (1614) 123 
13 Smith v. Knightly (1637) 204 
157 Smith ads. Worcester, Earl of (1615) 135 
108 Southampton, Town of v. Melletyne (1613) 120 
27 Spiller v. Litler (1631) 186 
88 Standish v. Short (1616-1618) 140 
8 Standish and Tryon's Case (1620) 148 
167 Stocker's Case (1609) 31 
202 Stoddard ads. Salter (1611) 83 
4 Stone ads. Grobham (1612-1613) 91 
43 Stonehouse ads. Farren, qui tam ( 1642-1645) 219 
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